Introduction		
Christmas... has it already been 12 months since the last one? Could the year
have passed that quickly? It has, and if we’re not careful, Christmas will rush
on by as well! That’s why we have to be intentional about observing Christmas,
and this Advent Devotional Book is designed to help.
If family and traditions are important to you at Christmas, this season provides
the perfect opportunity for you to participate in a family tradition that your
children will enjoy and perpetuate. All that is necessary is a little evergreen
wreath with four candles on it (three purple and one pink), and a white candle
in the middle. Now, for the hard part–turn off the TV and take the phone off
the hook. Then pull your family together, light a candle on the wreath, open this
booklet, and take turns reading the daily devotion.
Starting the first Sunday in Advent, December 2, and continuing through
Christmas Day, gifted writers from our church family have taken selected
Christmas Scriptures, prayed over them, written their impressions, and closed
with a prayer. As I have read through these devotions, I am fascinated by the
perspectives, the creativity, and the faith the various authors represent. And
I am amazed at the gifts by which God has blessed our church through them.
I wish to express appreciation to our volunteer devotional writers, our
illustrative children, and to John Hughes and Ansley Cotton for producing this
booklet. May this Christmas season find you and your family spending more
time together than usual, reading the Scriptures, talking and praying, and
establishing an intimacy that will sustain you in the year ahead!
With Christmas love,

Wayne
Pastor Wayne Roe
November 17, 2018

Sunday, December 2

Sandy Taylor

ISAI AH 9:2-7

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:7
Hallelujah!!!
If you, like me, have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior then this is the true
reason we celebrate this season, a season of hope, of joy and of peace. While it is easy
to get caught up in the pretty lights, the good food and of course the giving of gifts,
maybe, just maybe, we can be intentional about focusing more on the true Light, our
Prince of Peace, our Wonderful Counselor.
I am extremely grateful that my God knew more than 2,000 years ago that I would
need a Savior, a Mighty God, to save me from my sins, and I am eternally grateful that
I accepted this great Gift to be Lord of my life. I am a long way from perfect and my
actions and words don’t always reflect how thankful I am but... He doesn’t expect me
(or you) to be perfect. He says for all to come to Him, broken and dirty, and He will
love us, right where we are, and He will give us a new life, an abundant life and a Peace
that transcends all understanding. There is no greater gift we could give or receive
than this.
P r a y e r : Father God, thank You for the amazing sacrifice You gave in Your Son,
Jesus Christ, the only Gift that any of us really need. Thank You that no matter
what we’ve done, You love us, that no matter what we will do, You love us. Help
us to wrap our heads and our hearts around that kind of love and to share that
love with anyone who crosses our path, remind us in that moment, that they are
someone who Christ lives in and who Christ died for. In Jesus’ precious name I
pray, amen.

Monday, December 3

Barbara Coburn

I S AI AH 7 : 1 4 , M AT T H EW 1 : 1 8 - 2 5

OH, MY GOODNESS!!! Can any of us imagine having a dream like Joseph
experienced? We are told the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and gave him specific instructions for his future with Mary, the mother of Jesus.
We recall that Joseph was a very law abiding and righteous man. He planned
to put Mary away quietly after she told him that she was expecting a baby so as
not to make the situation worse for her or him. Being a man familiar with the
Scriptures, he knew God’s Son would be born to a virgin. He just didn’t realize
that “his Mary” would be the mother of this Holy child.
Reflecting on these passages, I’m reminded of several things. First, Joseph must
have loved Mary so much. When he was first told of her pregnancy, he must have
wondered who, why, when, and where. Surely his heart was broken. Yet, he was
willing to protect her from harm and gossip that were sure to follow her as this
news of her being pregnant and not married leaked out. Doesn’t the Lord love,
protect, and forgive us when we disappoint him?
Also, the Lord must have loved Joseph so much to trust His only begotten Son to
be raised and influenced by Joseph, just a good, honest man with no outstanding
title, power, or riches. Just think of the responsibility for and influence on Jesus
that Joseph offered. What if Joseph had chosen to be like we all are sometimes–
ignoring the Lord’s leading in our lives. Think of the blessings, joys, and
experiences Joseph would have missed by not being in the presence of God’s holy
Son if he had not obeyed God’s leading in his life. Don’t we sometimes miss out
on special blessings and gifts from the Lord by ignoring His gentle prodding in
our lives?
I pray that we listen for the small voice we could so easily miss during the
hustle and bustle of this Holy season. Let’s not get so caught up in the rush and
commercialism of Christmas, that we miss the blessings and opportunities the
Lord may have planned for each of us that just might be delivered by one of His
special angels to us! Merry Christmas!!!
P r a y e r : Our precious Father in Heaven, we love You so much, and we thank
You for Your love for us. Thank You for allowing Jesus to come to earth so that
we might always have You in our lives. Thank You for Your forgiveness of our
sins and short comings. Help us to look to You for guidance and to listen for
Your loving voice in our lives. Amen.

Tuesday, December 4

Render heard

ISAI AH 53:1-9

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. Isaiah 53:6
The Bible, from start to finish, tells the story of God’s redemption of His people
through the person and work of Jesus Christ. The two Testaments, Old and New,
are not two separate works, but rather two parts of the same story. Isaiah 53 is
one of the best examples of this continuity.
Written more than 700 years before the earthly appearance of the Messiah, these
verses foretell in astonishing detail of the Messiah’s coming and of the sufferings
He would willingly endure on our behalf. Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah
are some of my favorite parts of the Bible, as they provide amazing evidence of the
sovereignty of God and of His purposeful plan for our redemption. It is important
for each of us to understand that our redemption has been the work of God, so
that none should boast, and that it was sought from the beginning of creation.
As we enter into this Advent season when we attempt to remember and honor
God’s gift to us in Christ Jesus, let us remind ourselves that this gift did not
happen by chance, rather it was God’s willing and purposeful gift to us. And for
Christ, His sacrifice was just as willing and purposeful. Each occurred so that
we might experience God’s love for us, and through that love, that God might be
glorified.
P r a y e r : Father God, thank You for Your gift of redemption, planned out long
before You spoke the world into being, and help me not only during this season,
but in all times, to respond to this gift by glorifying Your name. Amen.

Wednesday, December 5

Cal Carpenter

1 T IM OT HY 6 : 1 1 - 1 6

But as for you, O man of God, flee from all these things. Pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, and gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith,
lay hold on eternal life to which you were summoned,… I charge you to keep
these commandments without spot or flaw, irreproachable until the appearing
of our Lord Jesus Christ… King of Kings and Lord of Lords… to whom be honor
and power everlasting. Amen.
To be successful in life, we have to set goals for ourselves. The more effort we put
in to achieving those goals, the more success we enjoy. In sports, the coach will
shout commands to his players who accept those commands as their immediate
goals and strive to attain them. Their success is determined by how well they
follow his commands.
This scripture is a command in Christ to every believer to run away from the
fervent pursuit of material gain. It will only bring pain and disappointment.
Instead, we are given six commands to pursue as our life-long goals. (1) Pursue
a right standing with God, seeking God’s favor and grace with our choices in life.
(2) We are to live a godly life before men. (3) Faith, the evidence of our obedience
to God, should be evident to the world. (4) We should allow the love of Christ
dwelling within us to fill us and overflow to the people around us. (5) We should
persevere through hardship by relying on the power of Christ. (6) We should be
known for our gentle spirit. We are told to follow these commands and thereby
lay hold on the eternal life we were called to and promised by Christ.
This is not a six step process to earn entrance into heaven. It is a guide to
experiencing the abundant life. It is something we are to do faithfully until Christ
appears at His second coming or until we take our last breath in this life. These
commands, if followed faithfully, are a recipe for a healthy relationship with God
and allow us to enjoy the power and presence of Christ (the abundant life) in our
lives right now, our own personal advent. Oh what a glorious thought indeed, that
Christ could come into our lives every day, bringing all the blessing available to
us from heaven!
P r a y e r : Father, forever Your word is settled in heaven. Our desire is to claim
these words of promise for ourselves. Grant us the hunger and thirst for You
that will enable us to fulfill these commands and claim the promise of the advent
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, in our lives today and every day. Amen.

Thursday, December 6

Teresa Carpenter

PSALM 118:22, EPHESIANS 2:19-22

The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
Psalm 118:22
No more are you strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with God’s
consecrated people. You are part of the household and family of God. You are
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Jesus Christ being
the chief cornerstone. In Him, all the building properly joined together continues
to grow into a holy temple in the Lord, a sanctuary dedicated to the presence of
the Lord. In Him, you yourselves along with all the others are also being built up
to form a dwelling place of God through the work of the Spirit. Ephesians 2:19-22
Some time ago when I was in Dan Richardson’s Sunday School class, the ladies of
the class would meet once a month at a member’s home for food and fellowship.
Soon it came my turn to host the get-together. Now to get a clear picture, you
need to understand that I am not a natural hostess. In fact, just thinking about
entertaining is enough to raise my anxiety level to a fever pitch. For a month
I plotted and planned every detail. Everything had to be perfect! I cleaned my
house from top to bottom, arranged the furniture, planned the menu down to the
last detail and even prepared a bit of fun and games. This party, and especially
my guests, preoccupied my mind every day as it was important to me that they
felt welcomed in my home. Finally the time came for my guests to arrive. All my
preparation and hard work paid off, for my guests had a great time, and the night
was a success.
When I think of my house–that is my temple–I feel it is a holy place for God. Just
as I was preoccupied with the cleaning, arranging, and planning for my guests,
we, as members of God’s family, should pay just as much detailed attention to our
spiritual lives. In prayer and reading the Bible, we should listen to God’s voice
to cleanse our houses in preparation for His Spirit--get rid of the sins that keep
us from growing in knowledge of Him and glowing with His light. The process
is often painful and may make us anxious, but He is faithful and just. After all,
God has promised that He will never leave us nor forsake us. When He purifies
our hearts and prepares us for His service, we develop a deeper relationship with
Him–one that brings His peace–one that is eternal.
P r a y e r : Dear Jesus, I just want to thank You for preparing our hearts and
minds to commune with You. Give us the faith to believe in You even when life
is hard and times are tough. Let us not forget that it is through these trials that
the sins and impurities in our lives are being ripped away and in its place Your
love, mercy, and grace are planted instead. Amen.

Friday, December 7

		

Margaret Kelly

RE VE L AT IO N 1 : 1 - 8

“I am the Alpha and the Omega–the beginning and the end,” says the Lord God.
“I am the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come–the Almighty
One.” Revelation 1:8
Have you ever seen one of those pictures which just shows a small part of the
actual picture? Even if you recognize what it is, it does not impress. But then you
turn the page and see the actual picture, you are wowed. I think at Christmas we
are often just focusing on a part of God’s plan, a baby. Although this baby is God’s
Son and a gift of His love to us, we don’t fully see the power and majesty of Jesus.
As John wrote these words in Revelation, he was in exile and hearing reports of
massive Christian persecution. God did not seem on His throne, as ruler of all the
earth, and maybe John was struggling with God’s promise to return victoriously
60 years earlier. In His compassion Jesus encouraged John and us, as we also
grapple with the power of Jesus in the pervasiveness of darkness in our world and
seeming victory of evil, with these words in the first chapter of Revelation. God
focused John’s eyes on Almighty God Jesus, who has reigned since before time,
is reigning now and will reign forever. It is this big picture of Jesus that gives us
hope, perseverance and joy this Christmas, radiant certainty as we confidently
wait for His return.
P r a y e r : Almighty Jesus, this Christmas may we behold the vision of Your
majesty as John did; may we bow before You as King of Kings offering gifts of
praise and surrender as the Wise Men did, and may we proclaim with John, “All
glory to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by shedding his blood
for us. He has made us a Kingdom of priests for God his Father. All glory and
power to him forever and ever! Amen. Revelation 1:6

Saturday, December 8 		

Lee Saye

John 10:11-18

RIDE ‘EM COWBOY
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Creator and Savior and Master of All There Is
talking… (And may God add his blessing to this reading of His Holy Word.)
Lee Saye, saved sinner, talking…
Willie Nelson says, “I grew up a-dreaming of being a cowboy, and loving cowboy
ways.” Who would deny that feeling? The shepherd of the first century must have
been the cowboy of his day, ranging about gathering his charges, claiming them,
guarding them, and seeing to their welfare. Jesus says He is the Good Shepherd,
and the metaphor is so apt and so to the point that it is repeated and expanded to
include Jesus as the sheep’s gatekeeper and even the gate itself.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and I think of one at FBC who, in boots and sombrero,
likes to be in the field among his cows when they wake up. I expect the cows
appreciate his being alert and on the scene in case of trouble. Or just to commune.
Another of our FBC flock knows his sheep so well that when he emerges from
his house and whistles, they race like puppies to his side. Surely when we awake
and hear the Master’s whistle we are quick to holler up whatever it is that gets us
into the field or into the office to take care of the business God has so generously
provided for us. Whatever the day brings us we are among a cared-for flock or
herd or team or staff, and the hand riding the perimeter has already proven his
willingness to lay down his life to keep the demons of chaos at a safe distance.
Jesus says, “I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring
them also.” The scholar reads this and assures us that Jesus is talking about the
Gentiles, us, who Jesus will gather to his side. Okay, the romantics among us
agree, but our minds leap out beyond the imaginations of even the finest scholars.
We think about the billions of universes, galaxies, stars, and worlds that stretch
out beyond imagination in all directions, and we are transported by the power of
our Savior, our Savior of all that is.
P r a y e r : All of the sheep of all of the pens in the unthinkable endlessness of
God’s Creation. What a mighty shepherd You must be. Wow! This here thinkin’
about the power of the Good Shepherd ain’t fer tenderfeet, podnuh. We love you
Jesus, thanks for rounding us up!

Sunday, December 9		

Peggy Bass

Psalm 98:1

We all love to sing hymns praising God and worshiping in music… Most of us still
love the old hymns… There are new songs and new Christian artists still writing
and singing songs and leading people to the Lord through songs of worship and
praise. My favorite is “Arise My Love” written by my brother, Eddie Carswell.
Not a word was heard at the tomb that day
Just shuffling of soldiers’ feet as they guarded the grave
One day, two days, three days had passed
Could it be that Jesus breathed His last
Could it be that His Father had forsaken Him
Turned His back on His Son, despising our sin
All Hell seemed to whisper, “Just forget it, He’s dead”
Then the Father looked down to His Son and said
Arise, My Love, Arise, My Love
The grave no longer has a hold on You
No more death’s sting, No more suffering
Arise, arise, My Love
The earth trembled, and the tomb began to shake
And like lightning from Heaven, the stone was rolled away
And as dead men, the guards, they all stood there in fright
As the power of love displayed its might
Then suddenly a melody filled the air
Riding wings of wind, it was everywhere
The words all creation had been longing to hear
The sweet sound of victory, so loud and clear
Arise, My Love
Arise, My Love
The grave no longer has a hold on You
No more death’s sting
No more suffering
Arise, arise
Sin, where are your shackles
Death, where is your sting
Hell has been defeated
The grave could not hold the King
Arise, My Love
Arise, My Love
The grave no longer has a hold on You
No more death’s sting
No more suffering
Arise, arise, arise

P r a y e r : Lord Jesus, we worship You knowing that You came to suffer, die, and
rise again! Thank You that there is no power that could keep you in the tomb!
This Christmas may we boldly sing of our reigning King! Amen!

Monday, December 10

Heidi Oliver

JOHN 8:12-20

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12
On the first day, God created the light and it was good. Then, He separated the
light from the darkness. As a kid, I often pondered about how the light was
created on the first day, but the sun, moon, and stars (the things I think of as
light) were not created until the fourth day. This is still mysterious to me, but by
faith I believe God’s Word.
Throughout the Bible, the word “light” is referenced. In the last chapter of
Revelation, it says those marked by God will no longer need a lamp or the sun,
because the Lord God will give them light. I ponder how marvelous it will be to
be before the throne of God and soak in the rays of God’s full glory, the true light
of life. Perhaps then we will understand how the created light we experience on
Earth is a mere imitation of the true light.
I am reminded of a song my father and I made up a long time back. Its chorus
says, “Follow the light. Follow the light. Just like the wisemen follow the light.” By
faith, the wisemen followed a distant star (a light) and rejoiced to find the infant
King. Jesus is the light of the world and His light is life. In this Advent season, be
faithful to follow the light that leads to life in abundance.
P r a y e r : Dear Lord, may we follow Your light and upon abiding in it, no longer
fear darkness. Lead us to Your water of life so that we may drink and never
thirst nor fear death. You are truly holy. Amen.

Tuesday, December 11

Steve Golden

LUKE 15:11-32

When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have
food to spare, and here I am starving to death!” Luke 15:17
The parable of the Lost Son is an image of God’s compassion for lost souls. In the
story a son squanders his inheritance by sinful living to the point that the pigs
he’s hired to feed eat better than he does! Telling the story, Jesus relates that the
son “comes to himself,” meaning that he recognizes his mistake and determines
to go home to his father and ask forgiveness. Charles Spurgeon preached that
when we “come to ourselves” it is the first sign of God’s grace at work in our
hearts. God’s grace encouraged the lost son to return to his father. God’s grace
encourages us to faith in His only Son, born in a manger to die on a cross, that we
might have eternal life.
Amid the parties, presents and revelry of Christmas, let us remember that God’s
love for us, and for all humanity, is what draws us to Jesus. In the parable the
father forgave his son and restored him to his place in the family. We, too, can be
in a right relationship with God and enjoy fellowship with Him, because of a baby
born in a manger.
P r a y e r : Heavenly Father, thank You for Your love, mercy and grace extended
to each of us through our Savior, Jesus. May we always remember that You are
a loving, forgiving Father and so live as Your obedient children. Amen.

Wednesday, December 12

Ashley Thaba

JOHN 6:35-40

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” John 6:35
More than 15 years ago, I met Rie, a Japanese Buddhist, while I was church
planting in Ottawa, Canada. She was a student then. As I attempted to share
the gospel, I gave her a Bible. She was too busy to read it while in school, but
apparently she did take it back to Japan. Fast forward more than a decade. She
needed an English tutor for an exam. Somehow through modern technology using
Facebook and Skype, she found me and asked if I could teach her English via a
once-a-week Skype appointment. I suggested we use the Bible as our “English
textbook.” Within a few months, God’s living and active Word had touched her
heart and pierced her soul. She desired to surrender her life to Christ. However,
there was no church in her city as Japan is predominantly Buddhist.
Through my faithful and beloved prayer team, I managed to find a missionary
couple located a couple of hours from her. They agreed to meet her, and indeed,
that very day, she prayed the prayer of salvation with them. They went back home
and agreed to try and come down to meet with her twice a month for discipleship.
The arrangement wasn’t sustainable, and Rie was hungry for more spiritual food.
She decided to quit her job and move to another city which had a church. She has
since plugged into the church, and recently she sent me pictures of her baptism
and a copy of the testimony she shared.
Honestly, I was humbled! She testified that she is full of peace, joy and love since
receiving Christ. The pastor of the church personally wrote me and said this was his
first baptism in 1.5 years, as Japan is a “hard soil” since Buddhism is so common.
As they have thanked me for leading her to the Lord, I have frequently thought back
to how relatively little the role I have played in this lady’s life. Honestly, I just gave
her “bread” and despite the fact that there is an ocean and two continents between
us, our mutual Savior continues to watch over her. She has indeed illustrated over
the past year since becoming a Christian that once she tasted the bread of life, she
has NOT gone hungry and thirsty! What a mighty God we serve that He sees us all
and meets our needs wherever on the planet we may be!
P r a y e r : Lord, Jesus open our eyes to see the hungry and thirsty that we might
point them to You, the Bread of Life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Thursday, December 13

Ina Claire Webb

JOHN 10:1-10

His sheep follow Him because they know His voice. And a stranger they simply
will not follow, but will flee from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers. John 10:4b-5
Have you ever been in a crowd where a child cries out, “Mama!”? Mothers
are alerted, but one Mother moves in the direction of her crying child. Voice
recognition enables one to act quickly and care for her own.
John 10 compares Jesus to a shepherd whose very word can attract His sheep and
separate them from the entire flock. Verses 4 and 5 tell us “... (his) sheep follow
Him because they know His voice. And a stranger they simply will not follow, but
will flee from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.”
There are those who would like for us to follow them blindly. They would like
to replace the message of truth with that of complacency and indulgence. They
would like for us to become dependent on some other source than our faith in
God for strength while facing trials and meeting needs. They would like for their
voice to be the siren call for our allegiance.
Can we hear our Shepherd so clearly that we distinguish between His voice and
those others competing with Him? Are we at a point in our spiritual development
that we automatically turn away from the voices of “strangers” when seeking
leadership?
We can be assured that He hears us, even when there is a world of people crying
out in need. He also hears our thanksgiving!
Maybe we should spend some extra time listening to His voice above the holiday
noise.
P r a y e r : Thank You for being my Shepherd, thank You for being the voice I can
follow knowing I will be safe in doing so. Thank You for bringing me back into
the fold when I stray. Help me to hear You more clearly.

Friday, December 14

		

Don Pirkle

JOHN 14:1-6

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father but by me.
During my Navy days on board ship, I watched as the navigator came on deck
at dusk to use his sextant to measure the angle between a known star and the
horizon. By using three such stars, he could draw lines on a map and pinpoint our
ship’s location. In the vast Pacific Ocean, sometimes we would be miles off course
and have to make course corrections. Once heading from Vietnam to Japan,
a course that took us between Taiwan and China, the navigator rushed to the
captain and said, “Sorry Sir, we are seven miles off course.” We were all fearful
because not long before this a Navy ship, the Pueblo, had been captured by China
for getting too close to their shore. The navigator was the most important person
on board and before we sailed again, we had a new one.
John 14:6 tells us that having the right navigator is the only way to God. Satan
will take us into dangerous waters, but Jesus will take us to God the Father. May
we give thanks this Christmas season that God made a way for us by sending His
Son to be born in Bethlehem.
P r a y e r : Lord, thank You that many who read this have made You their
navigator. May we share with family and friends this Christmas the greatest
gift we have ever received–God’s salvation through Jesus, the Way, the Truth,
and the Life. Amen.

Saturday, December 15

Lynn Kelly

JOHN 1:1-5, 14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:1, 14
At Christmas we think of Jesus as a baby and the fact that He was born as a
human when what He was/is God Himself, is almost unimaginable. It is John’s
great message to us that Jesus is none other than God’s creative, life-giving, and
light-giving Word (logos).
Jesus is the power of God that created the universe and continues to sustain
it. This power, this word, this Jesus–Immanuel humbled Himself and allowed
Himself to be born as a baby–WOW–How much God must love us!
God had come down to this planet. That is something to celebrate. In Him is
eternal life, which Jesus defines in John 17:3 as the quality of life that knows
God and Jesus forever. Jesus’ life showed us God’s nature. He was the epitome
of goodness. He was holy, righteous, loving and humble. His life was a gift to us.
P r a y e r : Jesus we thank You for being this creative, life-giving and light-giving
force that sustains us and drives away the darkness. Help us to allow You to live
Your life through us, and use us to bless, fill, save, overcome and to bring light
to the world one life at a time. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

December

2018 Events
Saturday, December 1
Hometown Holidays - Downtown Tifton
Sunday, December 2
Merry Christmas Tifton, A Musical Celebration
6:00pm in the Sanctuary
December 2-8
Week of Prayer for International Missions
Sunday, December 9
Straight Outta Bethlehem - Kid’s Musical
6:00pm in the Sanctuary
Family Christmas Night - 7:00pm in the Gym
Wednesday, December 19
Family Christmas Caroling - 6:00pm
Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve Worship
6:00pm in the Sanctuary
Tuesday, December 25

Merry Christmas!

Sunday, December 16

Lynn Bailey

HEBREWS 1:1-4

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and
in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom
he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe.
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became
as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs.
When I was a child (a very young child, I’m sure), I was confused by some of the
Bible lessons in my Sunday School Class. I just could not understand why people
in Jesus’ day failed to recognize Him as the Son of God. I mean He was born in a
manger in December, and by spring, He was a fully grown man. I was fairly sure
that didn’t happen too often, so He had to be very special. Besides, who else could
even do that?
There are times when misinformation and/or misinterpretation may seem to
point to a fairly accurate conclusion in our eyes, but they cannot hold true against
time and trials. God Himself has verified that His Son is trustworthy across time.
God entrusted creation of all things to Him in the beginning times and still allows
Him the power to sustain all things. God has spoken to us by Him in these last
days and has appointed Him as future heir of all things. John 1:14 says: “And the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His Glory... full of grace
and truth.” The Father allowed the Son to reveal to mankind His true nature since
no one has seen God.
And so, God’s final word was His Son, whose sacrifice on the cross was the once
and for all payment and purification for the sins of those who believe. It is done.
Jesus has returned to the right hand of the Father. We wait in confidence of all
these things for the eternal life they have secured.
P r a y e r : Heavenly Father, as we celebrate this Christmas season, may we
remember the significance of this Child and His birth. Help us to freely share the
wonders of His love! In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Monday, December 17		

Lisa Marchant

1 THESSALONIANS 1:4-10

Growing up, I was never a participant in sports. Quite honestly, the amount of
athletic prowess I have could fit inside of a thimble. I can’t throw a ball. I can’t
catch one well, either. I also don’t have a lot of endurance. In fact, the only reason
I would ever run was if there was an emergency or a sign that read “Free Mexican
Buffet.” Needless to say, I was never chosen for a team, or for my athletic ability
or to receive a sportsmanship award. Team captains always balked when they had
to pick me to be on their side, and sometimes, I was chosen dead last.
When I became a Christian, I wasn’t even looking for God. Little did I know
that Jesus wanted a deep, loving relationship, and in His great love He left the
ninety-nine and came searching for me. He didn’t wait for me to initiate the
relationship (He’d still be waiting), but He drew me to Him with love that I had
never experienced before. My life went from ordinary, to wanting Jesus with my
whole entire heart. I couldn’t get enough of His Word. I couldn’t talk to Him
enough. I couldn’t wait to get home to spend time alone with Him. Something else
I knew! I knew I didn’t want to sin anymore, and I wanted Jesus to be Lord and
Savior of my life. What happened in my life was nothing short of a miracle of God.
Whenever anyone comes to Christ, it’s only because of the Holy Spirit drawing
them to the One who created them. And the change God makes in their lives is
nothing short of His own holy work. Who else has the power to turn someone’s
heart from death to life? How could anyone but God give someone the ability to
love the Son when the Son points out that the world will hate them because of
Him (John 15: 18-21)? How could we as believers ever endure the troubles of this
world were it not for the promises of His Word? How could we ever hunger and
thirst for righteousness if God didn’t love us first (1 John 4:19)?
I guess you can say Jesus chose me because of my lack of ability: my lack of ability
to choose Him, my lack of ability to recognize my own sin, my lack of ability
to save myself. Does that make me powerless? Yes, by all means! “Most gladly,
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ
may dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am
weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10, NASB).
P r a y e r : Father God, open the eyes of our hearts to see that without You, we
have nothing. You give us everything we need for life, and You even made a
way to give us eternal life and peace through Jesus. Give us a hunger and thirst
for You, and help us to see that we are totally dependent on You for everything.
Amen.

Tuesday, December 18

Don Purgason

JOHN 8:48-59

After Jesus came, and during His ministry, He was constantly having to defend
who He was. The Jews were always trying to discredit Him because of what He
was able to accomplish; He healed the sick, raised the dead, turned water into
wine, and preached the good news and was always trying to save His own people,
the Jews. This scripture was one of the occasions when Jesus tried to reach them
and they would have nothing to do with Him. They accused Him of having a
demon. There are so many people today who still deny that Jesus is the Savior.
Sadly, the Jews, God’s chosen people, are still looking for their savior.
God sent Christ to us as a baby born in a manger in Bethlehem, the place that was
written about in the Old Testament for centuries. He lived among us a perfect and
sinless life. He came to give His life for our sins. Christ willingly went to the
cross for us so we could have remission of our sins. Unfortunately, the Christmas
season has been turned into a commercial frenzy and about what Santa Claus will
bring us. The greatest gift we could ever receive has already been given.
As Christ tried so hard to reach His own people and the world, today the Christian
church is trying to do the same. When you and your family gather to celebrate
Christmas this year, remember why we are celebrating–it’s all about the birth of
our Savior Jesus Christ, who would later give His life on the cross for our sins, so
we can have a home in heaven.
P r a y e r : Father help us to remember why we have Christmas, and I pray that
more people in our world will recognize that Christmas is all about the birth of
our Savior Jesus Christ, Amen.

Wednesday, December 19

Jim Pritchard

John 1:11

He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.

The Gift that the World Rejected
When we are born and when we
Get Old enough we start having birthday
Parties and the gifts that we receive
On that special day we think
That is the greatest thing of all
We also receive gifts at a wedding
Shower, baby shower, and graduation,
And Christmas but these gifts will
Not last forever but a very special
Gift was born on Christmas Day.
He was the gift to the world,
And the world did everything
They could to reject that gift,
And the world is still doing it today.
Some of us come to our senses
And accepted the gift of the world
He is in Heaven now and still
Calling for this world to receive
Him and thank God I received
That Gift that was born on Christmas.
The Gift that the world rejected is
None other but our Savior Jesus Christ.
P r a y e r : Heavenly Father, thank You for allowing Your Son to be born on
Christmas, and Father help us to present Him to the world. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Thursday, December 20

Anne-Marie Nolin

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to
a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said: “Greetings, you
who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled at
his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said
to her, “Do not be afraid Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with
child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever;
his kingdom will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I
am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be
called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her
old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is
impossible with God. I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered, “May it be to me
as you have said,” Then the angel left her.
When I was pregnant with Taylor, we struggled to name her. After we agreed to
name her Taylor for her first name, it was awhile before we came up with a middle
name. I was sitting in my home office at the time, just praying the baby girl inside
me was healthy and would live. This verse in my Bible came to me, Luke 1:37–
“For nothing is impossible with God.” I told Grant I felt like her middle name
should be Elizabeth because Gabriel was talking about Elizabeth’s pregnancy.
God also used this as a reassuring message to me that He would deliver to us a
healthy baby girl.
During the Christmas season, we celebrate the miracle of Jesus, and Him being
born to Virgin Mary. If we’re not careful, we can miss miracles both big and
small. I believe there are miracles every day we miss or don’t even know about.
The biggest miracle of all is when Jesus conquered the grave. He was born, to
die for us. After the angel told Mary, “For nothing is impossible with God,” she
responded with “I am the Lord’s servant.” So after Jesus did the impossible for
us, we also should have the same response. We should do what He wants us to do,
and go where He wants us to go. Yes, He continually does the impossible for us
daily, but He also did the impossible for us eternally.
P r a y e r : Dear Lord, Jesus, after all You have done for us, the least we can do is be
a good and faithful servant to You. I believe that would the best birthday present
we could give You. Happy Birthday Jesus, Amen!

Friday, December 21

John Hughes

Luke 2:10-11, Acts 13:16-25

He testified concerning him; I have found David son of Jesse a man after my
own heart; he will do everything I want him to do. From this man’s descendants
God has brought to Israel the Savior Jesus, as he promised. Acts 13: 22-23
David is described by God as a man after His own heart! If David is described
like that, how would Jesus be described? Jesus came to do the Father’s will. His
delight and joy were simply to please His Father! The focus and passion of Jesus
was clear and undistracted! He loved the Father and so every waking moment of
his life was simply the fulfillment of the Father’s plan!
What joy! What abundant life!
Jesus came to give us His life! He came to give His joy!
Let’s open the gift He has placed inside our hearts since the moment we received
Him as our Lord, Savior, Master, and King!
P r a y e r : Jesus, thank You for living inside my life through Your Holy Spirit! Fill
me, control me, and empower me, that my life might simply be the fulfillment of
the Father’s plan! Fill my life with the joy of Christmas! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Saturday, December 22

Patsy Pirkle

Luke 2:10-11, Philippians 2:9-11

…today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. Luke 2:11 …at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians
2:10-11
I grew up in the Mississippi Delta. Daddy had 40 acres, and we had a little house
there. The land next to ours was owned by the richest man in town, and the three
houses beside ours were inhabited by his sharecroppers. One Christmas Eve
when I was about 10 years old, the children next door were playing, and I asked
what they were getting for Christmas. The little boy replied, “We ain’t never got
nothing for Christmas.” I didn’t get a lot either but always something. After looking under the tree at my presents the next morning, I told my mom what they had
said and asked if it might be true. She said yes and added, “Now that you know
this, what are you going to do about it?” We put some fruit in a box, put a big red
bow on it, and she said, “Now take it to them.” By myself?!? I was a little afraid
but knew she was watching from the porch. That was my first mission trip, one
that I shall never forget.
We have good news of great joy which shall be to all people. A Savior has been
born who is Christ the Lord. One day every knee will bow before Him. Meantime,
there are many lost and hurting people. Now that we know, what are we going to
do about it?
P r a y e r : Father God, thank You so much for sending the most precious gift
You could give, the Savior of the world. Make us aware this Christmas season
of people who haven’t received this gift, and then may we share it knowing that
You are watching over us as we go. Amen

Sunday, December 23

Dr. Susan Roe

Luke 2:10-11, John 1:40-42

Today you will light the fourth candle of your Advent Wreath, the candle that
represents Love. The kind of love described by Paul in his prayer for the Ephesians
in 3:19, the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God!
In this devotion, I want you to examine yourself spiritually for Him. Please
reread the two Scripture passages again. This past year, God and His Son, Jesus,
have been teaching, training, admonishing, and even disciplining me about my
relationship with Them and His Church through the Holy Spirit. His church has
so many addresses. It is your home, your place of business, your prayer closet,
and yes even 404 Love Avenue. Yet it was while Wayne was preparing to go with
an FBC team to Tete, Mozambique, and the Peru teams were preparing that the
Holy Spirit convicted me to GO and MAKE disciples.
In one of Wayne’s recent sermons, he preached that we as Christians have the
answer to what the world is seeking- it is Jesus! Look at John 1:40-42. Andrew
went and found his brother, Simon. Why? Because Andrew was so excited, he had
found The Christ. If we have found Him, we must make disciples. Jesus spent
three years making disciples. Were those three years long enough? No, Simon
whom He renamed Peter denied Him. When ministers are called to preach, they
prepare at seminary for three years. Is that long enough? No, they must study
His Word, so they can walk with Him and shepherd His followers. Being Baptist
and choosing to believe in Christ is the first baby step, but as a Christian, we
must continue to be discipled and disciple others. We believe in the Priesthood of
the Believer, which means we are all ministers and all accountable to each other
and before our God! I know that I have areas in my life that hinder the Gospel
of Christ. This Christmas will you join me in No Longer Being Afraid to allow
Him to burst forth into your life as He did in Bethlehem and change you for His
Kingdom? I want abundant life here and for eternity. May this Christmas find us
going deeper into the study of His Word. May He convict us all to GO and make
disciples!
P r a y e r : Jesus, forgive me for failing You in making disciples. It has always
been easy for me to talk about You and to find time to share about who You are,
but making the time to disciple is a must. Help me help others to know You more
so that we may all have a Merry Christmas! In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Monday, December 24

Judy Bland

Matthew 2:1-2

The Wise Men traveled from the east to find the baby Jesus. They said, “We
have seen his star in the east and have come to worship him.” King Herod was
disturbed at the prospect of a baby being born to serve as king of the Jews so he
sent the men to Bethlehem to find the baby. They were to report back to Herod
so he too could go and ‘worship’ him. Following the star, they found Mary
and the baby Jesus, worshiped him and presented him with gifts. Having been
warned in a dream from God not to go back to Herod, the Wise Men returned
home another way.
The Wise Men and the shepherds looking for Jesus are the best examples I
know, of how important it is to seek and follow God’s will and direction for our
lives. In this case, it impacted the course of history and eternity for those who
seek and follow him! God put the star in the sky as a guide for the Wise Men to
find the baby. They obeyed and followed it. Next, He provided a dream to warn
them to return home another way, which they obeyed. They also spread the
news of Jesus birth back in their countries, so God’s plan was accomplished!
If Herod’s plan had worked, it could have ultimately changed the course of
history. If the wise men had not paid attention to the dream God provided that
warned them of Herod’s true intentions of killing the baby Jesus, things would
have been different.
Just like with the Wise Men and the shepherds, seeking and following God’s will
for our lives is the most important thing we can do. Nothing else works. How
do we know what God’s will is and how does He reveal it? He puts thoughts in
our minds and desires in our hearts. He sometimes shares His direction using
dreams as He did with the Wise Men. He allows circumstances to unfold to
direct us in the path of His choosing. He puts others in our path to share wisdom,
even though they probably do not know they are being used by God! He uses
Scripture to share His truths, which is why daily Bible study is so important.
The path toward finding God’s will may not always make sense to us at the
time, but we must always pray for His direction and follow it. In these days of
information overload and the idea of self-reliance, it is easy to forget that we
need to seek God’s will. We are human and often think we have it all figured out
and don’t need to rely on God. Make your prayer each day, “Lord guide me and
show me Your will!”
P r a y e r : Lord, I seek Your direction and will for my life today. I want to know
Your purpose for my life so I can accomplish Your purpose! We know that we
can accomplish nothing outside of Your will, and we must walk with You by
faith.

Tuesday, December 25

Dr. Wayne Roe

Luke 2:1-20

And this will be a sign for you: you will find the babe wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger. Luke 2:12
About 3 miles east of Bethlehem, just before you reach the desert, is an imposing
structure. It is a fortress/palace belonging to King Herod, and it was the largest
building of its kind in the known world in that day. Larger than anything in
Rome; larger than anything in Egypt. Herod built it as a kind of refuge in case he
ever needed it. Looking at it from Bethlehem, it looks like the dome of a volcano.
And it’s in two sections. The top is cylindrical in shape and rises about 12 stories
into the sky. It’s 300 feet across and includes every amenity known to man. Hot
and cold running water; a parade ground 1/4 mile long; an olympic-size swimming
pool; a garden open to the sky; towers from which one can see the Mediterranean
Sea 30 miles to the west. It is indeed an impressive sight to behold.
The lower section contains the residence of Herod’s army, the elegant dining hall,
guest quarters for any royal guests. Herod’s fortress/palace completely dominates
the Bethlehem landscape to the east, for Herod is one of the most powerful kings
in the world in that day. And that was Herod’s intent–to build something so
massive and impressive that people would be in awe of his power and fearful of
threatening his authority.
I tell you about King Herod for a reason. You are asked to believe that the King of
the world is not Herod, who lives in a massive marble edifice that overshadows
little Bethlehem. No. The King of the world is this little baby born in a feed
trough in a stable to poor peasant parents. Only a few people could believe that
when Jesus was born, and they were the ones standing in awe, viewing this
wondrous gift.
And today, I suspect there are only a few who still believe that Jesus is the King of
the world, for Herod still lives among us. Herod is still alive every time we think
might and power rule. Herod lives when strong people run over the weak. Herod
lives every time somebody buys into the notion that might makes right.
But those of us who follow Jesus believe that this baby, born in a manger in
Bethlehem, is the most powerful force in the world. He was 2,000 years ago, and
He still is today. Jesus is God’s love incarnate, and there’s nothing greater than
that!
P r a y e r : Dear God, You have come to us as a baby wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. Help us believe the greatest gift the world has ever
received came in the smallest of packages--Jesus, the baby of Bethlehem. In His
holy name we pray. Amen.

